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Lecture by Neil 
Shubin

7:30 p.m. Monday 
in McCrary Theatre

Neil Shubin explains the similarities 
between fish and human bodies

BY MELISSA KANSKY

 All humans may just be fish out of water.
 Neil Shubin, fish paleontologist, author and anatomy professor 
at the University of Chicago, will explain the evolution from sea 
animals to land animals to Elon University students at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday in McCrary Theatre. 
 Shubin’s new book “Finding Your Inner Fish” explains the 
correlation between human features and the anatomy of fish. His 
experience as an anatomy professor provided him with knowledge 
of the human body.
 “At first glance, you couldn’t have imagined a worse candidate 
for the job of training the next generation of doctors: I’m a 
paleontologist who has spent most of his career working with fish,” 
Shubin writes in his book “Finding Your Inner Fish.”
 Shubin worked with colleagues Ted Daeschler and Farish A. 
Jenkins Jr. throughout his discovery. 
 Their excavation in the Canadian Arctic revealed the evidence 
Shubin needed to solidify his argument. A 375-year-old fossil of a 
long-extinct flat-headed fish, the Tiktaalik roseae, shows the 
resemblance between the human head and the structure of the 
ancient fish. 
 The Tiktaalik roseae shows the pivotal point where fish left the 
water and first made their mark on land, according to Shubin. The 
newly discovered fossil exhibits features present in both sea and 
land creatures.
 The fossil shows traces of fins, scales and gills, but also has a 
head, eyes and body that resemble a crocodile. 
 “The best road maps to human bodies lie in the bodies of other 
animals,” Shubin writes in “Finding Your Inner Fish.”
 Shubin explains the process of evolution in his new book, but 
even people with a surface knowledge of the subject can appreciate 
his discoveries, Kirkus Reviews said of Shubin’s new book.
 For more information about Neil Shubin and his research visit 
http://tiktaalik.uchicago.edu/book.html. 
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