
Students Translate Ideas 
into Products:
Elon University Supports 3 
Primary Student News 
Organizations

By Melissa Kansky
A hidden gem always has greater 

value.  Elon University proves that 
statement to be true. A small student 
body, available resources and various 
media organizations enable students to 
reach their maximum potential.
 The Pendulum, Elon’s student 
newspaper, Elon Student Television and 
WSOE, Elon’s radio program, invite 
students to experiment with different 
media mediums and gain real-world 
experience.
 Elon’s media organizations embrace 
the changing news industry. The 
Pendulum created an online newspaper 
and multimedia department to prepare 
students.  Colin Donohue, professor and 
coordinator of student media at Elon 
University, said he believes that the 
online component transforms the weekly 
print newspaper into a daily paper.
 “As news happens students should be 
posting it online and tweeting about it,” 
he said. 
 

 While The Pedulum’s multimedia 
department encourages students to 
develop new skills it also provides an 
opportunity for more students to get 
involved. During a visit to Elon’s media 
organizations in the spring, Professor 
Janna Anderson encouraged students in 
her Media Writing class to translate their 
passions into products; a student can 
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write a music review every week or 
create a cooking show.
 “Because newspapers are an online 
multimedia, (the staff) is willing to listen 
to any of your ideas,” Anderson told her 
students. “You can be the ‘Rolling 
Stone’ for Elon University. You can be 
the Julia Child.”
 Multimedia opportunities are not 
restricted to the student newspaper.   
WSOE, the student-run radio station, 
consists of shows ranging from indie 
music to news.  The over-the-air 
broadcasts reach 10-15 miles, said 
WSOE news director Andrew Creech, 
but the webcast enables the shows to be 
heard worldwide.
 WSOE broadcasts live shows from 
The Lighthouse Tavern on West Haggard 
Avenue, and hosts for the sports shows 
have the opportunity to travel with Elon’s 
teams to away games.
 Participants in all Elon student media 
organizations leave campus often for 
their work. 
 “Students all have the opportunity to 
travel and get professional development,” 
Donohue said.
 Students have had the opportunity to 
travel throughout North Carolina, New 
York, and even to Washington, D.C. to 
cover Obama’s inauguration. Elon also 

attracts politicians and lecturers to speak 
on campus. 

When Bill Clinton visited Elon to 
campaign on behalf of his wife Hillary 
Clinton, students reported “shoulder-to-
shoulder” with major news organizations, 
Anderson said. 

“When you work hard outside the 
classroom you are often recognized and 
create opportunities for yourselves,” she 
said.

Students can also use the studios, 
cameras, and other equipment for 
projects unrelated to these three media 
organizations. 

“No one does what Elon does in 
terms of available space,” Anderson said. 

Participation in media organizations 
is not reserved for only communications 
students. Numerous non-
communications majors are active in the 
three primary news organizations, 
especially The Pendulum and WSOE. 

“Basic print journalism skills are 
quite helpful,” Donohue said. 

The Pendulum has approximately 
25 executive staff positions and an 
additional 50 contributors. WSOE has 10 
executive staff members, and ESTV 
offers both behind the camera and anchor 
positions.

When you work hard 
outside the classroom you 
are often recognized and 
create opportunities for 
yourselves.
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